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unawares in the barrage. This appar
cntly explains the light counter artil¬
lery fire Thursday morning,
A German prisoner officer is quoted

«s saving: "The Hindenburg line in
us present state is untenable."

Aside from the strategic value of
.he reduction of (he St. Mihiel Milieu'
.he operation by the Americans has
netted vast numbers of prisoners and
huge quantities of guns, ammunition
Mid general stores.
The desperate efforts «>r the enemy

to escape through the forest near Vig-neulles partially succeeded, but not so
well as to detract from the brilliant
result. Before the American line
tretched across th«- edge of the woods
tightened it is estimated that thou-

who did escape were small units, rare
ly greater than companies and never
offered to light unless encountered by
some patrol, and even then (heir ré¬
sistance was slight,

The spirit of retreat liad entered that
par! of the German army, mut there
were scores o( instances where the men
anil even officers professed satisfaction
at I hen eapt lire.
The war material captured included

ii long train of bor ear-, containing a

complete equipnien\ of gas projectors,.uni tins may have had a bearing on the
failure of the Germans to carry <>ut a'
gas utiiu-k shortly before the Americans
began their operation. It is known that
.Ii«- Germans planned such an attack at
one point, lint a prisoner said-that the
equipment was delayed and it was do
cideel to postpone tin- attack.

Germans Fail to Carry Out
Orders to Hold Ailette Line

"LONDON, Sept. 14.- The French up
to- noon to-day had advanced between
one and two miles on an eleven-mile
front.

They began the new attack at â
o'c ock this morn ng on both sides of
,Kr Ailette River and between the
A. ne ai I V< le rivers. One division
at aJi early hour had taken 1.000 pris¬
oners makmg a total of 1 son Germans

.-. ¡red on that front.
Plie attack in the direction of the

Forest of Coucy, at the southern end
of the St. Gobain Massif progressed as

ned.
South of the Ailette River the French

captured Mont des Singes and the vil¬
lages of Allemont an«! Sanoy. They
also reached the «'«ige of the town <>'*
Vailly, "'i the Aisne.

In their attack south of the Aisne
River they made satisfactory progress
and captured prisoners, but details are

lacking. The advance of the French
threatens to turn the flank of the Ger¬
man defensive positions on the Chemin
des Dan es and t also ci u ei Laon.
The German 'linter attacks on the

Ailette River front appeared to have
beer. weak, although the front line was
strongly held. The German prisoners
say they had orders to hold at all eos*^.

Americans Retake
155 Square Miles in
36 Hours' Fighting

i: The \srociated /'.. «u

wi ll THE AMERICAN FORCES IN
] ORRAINE, S« pt. 13 Delayed).
Thirty six hours of fighting netted
General Pershing's forces approxi¬
mate^ !.¦' square miles of territory
m the St. Mihiel salient which had
been in German hands since the an
im of 10'1 '..
Following the American ti p>

through t] e captured villages flic As
iociated Press correspondent found on

every hand evidenct o| long control
by the Germans. Bills for electric
lighting a«"! supplies had been paid
¦-\ttli curious currency on which the
Germans had printed French monetary
i ei ms.

The inhabitants of 'he salient were
absolutely ignorant of the events of
history in the last four years, know¬
ing only what their captors hud told
'hem. Here thi sad stories heard in
the whole of the reclaimed districts of
Franco we re accentuated by the long
years of German control, which had
isolated the people from news of rela¬
tives and of world happenings.

Every American entering the villages
experienced the same reception as that
accorded to Secretary of War Baker
and General Pcrshing and their party.
^ged men and women seized and kissed
the hands of the officers and corre¬
spondents, crying and laughing, thi
curiously aged children imitating their
cldi rs unknowingly.
For their own compatriot, however,

the greeting was deeper, and tho
French patrols and troops following
were even more affected than those who
nad been delivered.

Later in the evening General Per¬
ming and Secretary Baker resumed
? heir journey in other sections of the
regained region.

20,000 Hun Prisoners
Taken in Drive and
More Are Coming In
PARIS, Sept. 14. German prisoners'

taken by General Pershing's forces:
since the beginning of the American
offensive in the St. Mihiel sector on
Thursday are said to total 20,000.
LONDON, S.-pt. 14. In addition to

the Germans captured by the Ameri¬
cans ¡a the St. Mihiel salient, more
prisoners an' corning in. The inside
of the pocket has not yet been cleared,
and it is expected that more guns will
bo taken.

North of the old St. Mihiel salient
the Germans are readjusting their
hues. In the neighborhood of Chatillon,
six miles northwest of Fresnos, the
enemy is retiring and French patrols
are in touch with him. The Germans
have gone hack for a distance of one
to two miles at this point.

It is pointed out that any advance
made by the French to the north of the
Ailette River will seriously affect the
Si. Gobain nuis.-^,

German Prisoners
Admit Desertions

Are Increasing
(By Canadian Prt»*)

A! BRITISH AKMY HEADQUAR¬
TERS» Sept. 13..The Germans are
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being steadily driven ('rom »11 ground
where rein' guiu'ds mighl prolong re¬
sistance m o!d defensive works. The
Fust, Guards R.escrvo Division, much
depleted, has been identified in the
Moe'uvres sector, and Austrian artillerylias been in action astride the Havrin-
court-Flesquiers road. Three battalions
of one regiment of the sV«!i Division
now consist of one company each, w'itli

jan average of barely a hundred men.
Prisoners admit disaffection and lark

of discipline are growing at an alarm¬
ing rate in the German army and de¬
sertions are on the increase. A bat¬talion of the 16th Infantry Regiment,wh ch had gained the name "Lions of
Cambrai," broke during our advance
recently across Santerrc and fled toNesle, where they indulged in looting,after which the remnants straggled
away. A captured map show,, that an
attack against our First Army front
was being organized when MarshalKoch's stroke upset the enemy's scheme.II is dated the 10th of July.On the Cambrai front we arc main¬taining all gains. Further north we
captured Fosse S, which figured in the
early fighting a round La Basséc. We
are pushing through Auchy-en-la-Bassée, near which we took the rail¬
way triangle thre clay., ago. ,

Wounded Forget
Their Sufferings in

Joy Over Victory
TARIS. Sept» 14. The firsl partiesof wounded who arrived at an ev.ic

nation hospital behind the battle-froni to-day frmii the St. Mihiel lighting forgot their suffi rings ii (In
over l'ie beating the Germans had hcei
»riven, jays the correspondent of "I.;Libel tc" behind he light ing line .-'
captured German officer, when inter
rogated, declared the Americans wer«"terrible adversaries" the correspondein reports.

The wounded men, in talking ol (hi
engagement, described the lightinc, a

Ihc ¦¦ ve rest soi '. es*pe«:ia My in th«den -e woods sea1 ' cied a boni I he alienl and al o alo :- (he railroad line! lardly wo hour., a Ftcr the attack \\ ailaunched the Germans started conn
..' tack with tin ee divisions, which

iv ¡i er, -.'. re unable lo lop lh<
í.rica ii advance
"The Amerii an troops," add

correspondent, "showed magnificenbravery and disregard of danger, whil
some of the French regiments weninto bal tie wit h thei r coiors fly iniand the men singing tho 'Mane!!
laise' "

Lieut,CoLDrum Head.
Separate St. M i hi e

Staff, March Declare.
WASHINGTON, Sept. I. Cenen

Pershing has organized a staff for 111
firgt American army sepárale from h
personal staff, which remains at Gei
eral Headquarters of the America
Expeditionary Force, General Mare
hief of Staff, announced to-day.
Lieutenant Colonel Hugh A. Hum

ie chief of staff of the new arm;, ai
his assistant chiefs of stall" are Col
nel Robert McCleavc and Lieutenai
Colonels .lens Bugge, Wrlley Howe
.lohn L. De Witt and Lewis H. Ws
kins.
Major General Edward F. Mediae

lin is chief of artillery and the hea
lot' the administrative and technit
s« rvices are:
Adjutant general, Colonel JosephBarnes.
Inspector general, Colonel Jacob

Joh us! on.

Judge advócate, Lieutenant Coloi
Blanton Winship.
Chief quartermaster, Major Geor

Luberoff.
Chief surgeon, Colonel Alexander

S'.ark.
Chief engineer. Brigadier General

.1. Morrow.
Chief signal officer, Lieutenant Co!

nel Parker Ilitt.
Chief ordnance officer, Colonel I

ward P. O'flern.
Chief of motor transport corps, Co

nel William 1!. Winters.
Chief of air service. « olonel Willi"

Mitchell.
It was this staff which handled

movement al St. Mihiel under Gene
Pershing. General March said.
added that the chiefs of the ehemh
warfare service and additional adm
istrative and technical services 1
not been designated at the time Gi
eral Pershing reported the other me
b« «s of the new staff.

Foch Hammers Foe
To Destroy Moral
And Advance Lint

\\ ASH1NGTON, Sept. 14. Uehind
bri« i official ami luncenient thai
French to day had al lacked ul li
the Aisne and on the Oise-Ailette s
tor, military observers here beli«
lies a definite hint as to «he to
strategj governing the Allied opetilín.-. The purpose of Marshal Foci
now thought to strike at various poiof the long Western front in such ra
succession that the German Gem
Staff will nof find an opportunitywithdraw any battered units for i
and recuperation. Results of th
i act u s. oil. '.¦-. h her« hold, soon « o
be reflected in the accelerated disr
tion of the enemy's morale, which
cial and unofficial repcrti iron; abr
declare has been palpably damagedthe events'of the last two months.

If strategists here have corroí
guessed Marshal Foch's plan, e

phase of the offensive will be dosig
to reach some tactical position, w
collectively the series of blows w«
serve to keep the entire enemy del
sive line in a state of perpetual uni
Many officers believe this purpose

he shown more clearly as the wii
sels in by continued pressure agn
the German lines all along.the front
keep the enemy from stabilizing
position, and to leer his men from
ting any rest, and restoration of mo
in t.'.at way. There is no questioi
the minds of these officers that the
prcnu! commander is aiming at
morale of the German army by t!
harassing tactics as much as he i¡
advancement of his own battlefi
Destruction of the enemy army, a

ASTRIDE THE CHEMIN DES DAMES

The French yesterday wrested the shaded area from the enemy

<(ies Hot Stuff,"
Said General Match yesterday, discussing the American victory at
St. Mihiel.

The Official Statements
FRENCH i

PARIS (DAY). From the entire
French iront there is nothing to re¬

port.
BRITISH

LONDON (NIGHT), A hostile raid
ivas successfully repulsed this moili¬

ng in the Gouzeaucourt sector. In
the llavrineourt sector our troops
have pushed forward ami have es¬

tablished new posts in the trench
luies east and north of the village.

Local fighting has taken place on

both sides of Lo Uassee ('anal. Our
troop; have mad'- progress and have
taken some prisoners.
The hostile artillery has been ac

I vi with gas shells in llie neighbor
hood «'f Neuve Chapelle. A raid at¬
tempted by the enemj last night., in
this sector was. driven off,
LONDON (DAY). The number of

prisoners captured by us in the. op¬
erations carried out by the Third
Army with complete success in the
Trescault and llavrineourt sector on

the 12th ¡nst. exceeds 1,600.
As the result of the progress made

l'\ our troops yesterday northwest
of St, Quentin our line has bren
established to the east of the vil¬
lages of Bihccourt and Jeancourt.

During the last twenty-four hours
the enemy lias made several deter¬
mined, but unsuccessful, attempts to
recover the positions captured by us

in the neighborhood of Gouzeaucourt
and llavrineourt.

Yesterday a strong hostile attack,
in which the enemy employed flame
throwers, was repulsed with heavy
losses south of Gouzeaucourt. We
secured several prisoners.

At llavrineourt the enemy attacked
yesterday morning in force under
enver of a heavy artillery bombard¬
ment, and penetrated the eastern
portion of the village. Alter hard
fighting the attacking German in¬
fantry wre driven out and our po¬
sitions were restored.
North of llavrineourt we advanced

slightly between the village and the
«anal. In the evening the enemy at-

all, they say. is the only certain way to
m ilitary victory.

Germans Deliver
Desperate Assaults

On British Front
By Tht Associated Press)

W II il THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE. Sept. II. Hard lighting has
continued in the neighborhood of Tres¬
cault and Gouzeaucourt, the Germant
counter attacking against the positions
captured by the British on Thursday
Last night the enemy made a stroni;
thrust at the defences east of Tres¬
cault after a hurricane bombardment
Some of the attacking infantry suc¬
ceeded ¡n penetrating the trenches, but
were immediately ejected and the as-
sa.ill was repulsed.

At 2 o'clock lhs morning the Ger¬
mans also made a heavy bombing at
tack, supported by liquid fire, against
a small section of British trenches
north of Gouzeaucourt. A tierce hand-
to-hand engagement ensued, and thf
defenders were forced to fall bad
slightly to their support line

5,320 Austrians in
Number Bagged by

Pershing's Troops
PARIS, Sept. 14..The prisonerstaken 1>\ the Americans in the. StMihiel operations number nearly "0,-000, according to Marcel llutin, editoiof he "E( ho <le Paris," among them heing 5,320 Austrians.
¡Premier Clemenceau, who paid s

brief visit to Marshal Foeh Friday, in
formed M. llutin that 2,100 inhabitant!
were still in St; Mihiel when th«
Franco-American troops entered the
town, and that the Germans had o»l;taken away seventy-six of the French
for t!ie most part young person?, th«
night before they evacuated.

"1 absolutely refuse to give you an;other confidences but this: things wil
go very well," said the Premier.

Aisne Line Advanced
Northwest of Revillon

By American Forcei
'fly Th* Atsomatnd Press)

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY Oh
THE AISNE FRONT. Sept. 12 (10 P
M. >..American infantrymen operating

tacked en the east, of Trescault and
gained a footing in our trenches,
but was driven out in mediately,
leaving a number of dead in from
of our lines.

During the nigh' n strong bomb
rig attack, m which liquid lire was

employed, was made against our po
silions northwest of Gouzeaucourt.
After forcing our advanced posts to
withdrew, this attack also was suc-
C( -sillily beateii off.

Local fighting took place yester
day in (he Moeuvres sector without
material changa in the situation.
During the night the enemy attacked
south of Moeuvres and was repulsed.
We established a new post during
the night niong the west hank of Hie
Canal du Kord in the neighborhood
of Sauchy-Cauchy and opposite Oisy
\" Verger.

In flic La Basses sector we have
occupied Auchy.

GERMAN
BERLIN (DAY). Northcasl of

Hix.-f Ik/'i'e we made prisoners dur¬
ing the repulse of an enemy partial
a flack.

In the canal sector our and enemy
advances led to violent fighting til
Moeuvres and Havrincourt. Partial
enemy attacks al Gouzeaucourt,
north of Vormund and on both sides
of the Ham-St. Quentin Road, were
repulsed

Attacks by the enemy between tho
Ailette and the Aisne after .strong
artillery preparation failed ¡«1 front
of our lines. In the evening East
Prussians repelled fresh attack«.
There was artillery activity be¬

tween the Aisne and the Ves le.
South of Ornes and on the Verdun-
Eta.n Road the enemy was repulsed.
Between flic Cutes Lorraine and

tho Moselle the day passed with mod¬
erate activity. The enemy did riot

continue his attacks yesterday.
Fast of Combres and northwest of

Thiaucourt the enemy felt his way-
forward toward our lines. There
were local engagements to the cas: of
Thiaucourt.

on 1his front advanced their line slight¬
ly at several points southeast of VilI-
ers-en-Prayeres, to the northwest of
Revillon, to-day.
An American raiding party was sent

out. against the enemy to the east ofVillers-en-Prayeres before daylight to¬
day. The party brought hack a few
prisoners.
There was the usual amount of ai-

tilli-ry firing during the day.

American Successes
Minimized, but Hun
Papers Admit Defeat
AMSTERDAM, Sept. 14. The Ger¬

man newspapers are attempting to min¬
imize the advance of the Americans at
St. Mihiel, but the Berlin correspondent,
of the Cologne "Volks-Zeitung" admits
that "it is true the American attack
was marked by certain losses in pris-
oners and some guns on our part." The
correspondent adds, significantly:
"Even ¡1 an attack on turf posilion at

tho Chemin des Dames should succeed,
er if the supreme army command
should give up this area for other les¬

sons, this would no longer have any
significance for the strategical position,
even if it were the matter of an area
which has been so hotly fought over as
the Chemin des Dames."
The Frankfort. "Zeitung" remarks:

"It is a pi.y that the way things hap¬
pened gives our enemies, especially tue
Americans, the chance of representingthe evacuation of the St. Mihiel salient
as a considerable tactical success as
a new link in the chaiiig and all the
more so because, according to American
report«, our loss in prisoners appearsto be it inconsiderable."
The "Cologne Gazette," after savingthat careful preparations had been

made looking to the possibility of evac¬
uation am! new positions to close the
angle at its base line had been con¬
structed a long time ago, adds:
"The withdrawal of the advanced

troops has the most difficult task thathad to be performed, but the enemy'splan to cut ihcm off failed, and all got'back, without loss worth mentioning,to their new positions, which run fromnorth of Combres Hill directly in a
southeasterly direction to the Moselle."

The "Rhenish Westfaelisehe Zeitung"
s:ays:
"The enemy's preparation for the at-j

tack had long been observed, and the
retirement was effected without dis¬
turbance by the enemy."

-.-.

Two British Aviators
Take Enemy Battery1

(Correspondait)-!) of The Associated t'resd)
WITH AMERJCAN FORCES ON THF

BRITISH FRONT, Aug. 25. The cap-
Mire of a German battery by two Brit¬
ish airplanes was one of the unique
incidents of the recent fighting in this
«rea.

The two airplanes, fighting scouts,
cut out to harry the German infantry
m ihe course of an important, "local ac¬
tion" undertaken by the British and
American troops, had dispersed a bat¬
talion of Germán infantry marching
toward the battle area when they sight¬
ed, a quarter of a mile behind the Ger¬
man line, a .suspicious group of objects
under some trees. Near them were
forty or fifty horses which were evi¬
dently being harnessed to something.
The secret wns soon out. Th«' Germans
were trying lo remove a buttery of field
guns before the British and American
infant ry appeared.
Without horses this task would be

impossible, so the airmen decided that
the hprses must be either k/lled or

stampeded, Th«' airmen «lived down
until they were less than 100 feet, from
«In- ground, Then they opened tire,
.iiniing at the guns and the demoralized
gunners, but seeking chiefly to frighten
Ihe horses. The horses required little
encouragement in this direction, tor
their drivers deserted them in search
of cover ami soon the animals wer«' gal¬
loping off in all directions.

New Advance
Of Americans

Is Expected
Continuer] from pune

ever he views it. The Kaiser and all
Ins ministers have been trying desper¬
ately to r/illy their people, hut the de¬
cline in morale of the enemy is steady
under a series of reverses.

I'ershing has hit the place where
Rocqucs attacked in 1915, when the at-
lacking force was put to the severest
test, and when the mural effect, of suc¬
cess is more important, than the mili¬
tary gams.
The Allied statesmen hinted broadly

enough recently that hey expect no

miracle ,-ni«l are looking for no deci
sive ciigagemenl uutil 1910. For that
reason H i:s well to consider the po¬
litical on]'» «if Pershing's operation. A
failure would have been disappointing,
but not. disastrous. On tin- other hand,
success this year means easier political
conditions during the coming winter.
Where LudendorlT is going to find

sufficient nerve tonic for the Ger
man and their allies, ¡I is difficult I'
see. Foch is keping him too .busily
engaged to undertake any diversion of
importance. With the American arm>

fresh, undaunted, strong in its youth
and power, and unfettered by tradi¬
tion** and precedent«, the future grows
daily brighter for the Entente Allies.

pershing has pushed a considerable
distance through Lloyd George'* "long
tunnel." .

King and Premier
Join President in

Praising Pershing
Three official memagen of con¬

gratulation on the American vic¬
tory at St. Mihiel. poseed ¡/eater-
day between the old world and the
new. Then are:
President Wilson to General Pershing

" Picarse accept my warmest eon-

gratulations on the brilliant achieve¬
ments of the army under vour coin-

mand. The boys have done what we

have expected of them and done it
in the way we most admire.
"We are deeply proud of them and

of their chief. Please convey to all
cpneern id my grateful and affection-
ate thanks."
King George to President Wilson
"On behalf of the British Empire

1 heartily congratulate you on the
brilliant achievement of the Ameri¬
can and Allied troops under the
leadership of (»enera I Pershing in
the St. Mihiel salient.
"The farreaching results secured

by these successful operations,
which have marked the active i«it<*-
vention of the American army on a

great scale under its own administra¬
tion, are jfhe happiest, augury for the
complete, and, I hope, not far dis¬
tant, triumph of the Allied cause.'-'
Premier Lloyd George to General

Pershing
"1 desire to offer to you and your

brave armies heartiest congratula¬
tions on your great victory.
"The enemy has made many mis-

takes in this wur, but none greater
than when he underrated the valor,
determination and intrepid spirit. Of
tho brave soldiers from the great
democracy of the United States.
Now that he has tested the mettle
of the American armies, the enemy
knows what is in store for him.
"The news came to me on my sick

bed. It. was better and infinitely
more palatable than any physic."

Cramton Sees Greek Army
ATHENS. Greece. Sept. IL Louis C.

Cramton, member of Congress from
Michigan, has returned here from a

tour of the Macedonian front, having
travelled along the line from Avloiia to
Salónica. At the latter town h<* saw
Premier Venizelos.

"I am enthusiastic over the morale
of (lie Allied troops on this front, par¬
ticularly the Greeks,'' said Mr. Cram¬
ton, m an interview in the "Patris."
The Congressman said that in America
Premier Venizelos was regarded as one
of the creates!, statesmen of Europe.

Mr. « ramton predicted a bright fut¬
ure for Greece, and dwelt upon the
friendship existing between the United
State.-- and Greece.

Accepts Crown of Finland
WASHINGTON, Sept. 1. An official

dispatch from France to-day says it is
reported that Prince Henry Charles of.
Hesse has accepted the crown of Fin¬
land.
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Americans' Pace
At St. Mihiel Too
Swift for Boche

Onrush of Divisions Pre¬
vents Germans Making

Strong Resistance

Prisoners Swarm Back

Mud and Storm Stop Tank»
and Airplanes, but Yankees

Sweep On to Victory

AMERICAN ARMY HEADQ1 AR
TERS, Friday. Sept. 13. Nothing could
better illustrât" the increasing weak¬
ness of the German arms than the es
with which the Franco-American force
intrusted with the task advgficed in the
St, Mihiel salient. It is true the opera¬tion was admirably planned and carried
out, but one rarely has witnessed any¬
thing like the ease of that ñrst day's
lighting.
There was, of course, a barrage, bul

not a very terrific affair aa barrage go.After the barrage there was notl
very startling in the way of t".
and the machine gun rattle produced
quite «m effect by coming only now and
then.

Yankees Sweep Onward
All the while tlie Americans were go¬

ing forward with the steadiness of a'

Rood, trickling into woods on one ^si.and pa ising out of I ,.,. otv.spreading about, a village and ove-'whelming if. ai ¦.,. ng agaW »
r' (1 '"' rnounti in and gradually workin*
"'.'* r the t0P- T1 ¦¦ '¦ '"1 like somi5thing worked by i .... k, bot alwr*well ahead ol c o
and ping ab
still i ¡it forward,
the flood came long linea of gri
. reatun s who had b« eh vamped
... irse.
Whatever way one looked there»»»»
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